
Althaea officinalis L. Marsh-mallow
1799-2013

National Status: Scarce, Native
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S Hants: Infrequent Native
Backs of estuaries and creeks in brackish coastal situations, but also occasionally on shingle where there is a high
water table. More rarely an introduction on waste or disturbed ground, and then not tied to the coast; the record in
SU5109 which was accepted into the 1996 Flora perhaps falls into this category, and the record at SU5313 certainly
does. Generally intolerant of grazing although surviving on the pony- and cattle-grazed Stanpit Marsh.

Hengistbury Head SZ1691 1994
Hengistbury Head W SZ1691 01-Jun-94 HJMB&

FAW

Stanpit Marsh SZ1692, 
SZ1791, 
SZ1792

1860-2010

Stanpit Marsh SZ167922 07-Aug-93 RPB SZ167922 & elsewhere. Wet brackish grass fringing 
scrub.

Stanpit Marsh SZ167923 06-Aug-09 MFa 10 plants. Around scrub on Crouch Hill, SZ1679 9231.
Stanpit Marsh SZ168921 21-Aug-94 RPB SZ168921 & elsewhere. Wet brackish grass fringing 

scrub.
Stanpit Marsh SZ168923 03-Aug-06 RMW
Stanpit Marsh SZ1692 28-Jul-10 MBer
Stanpit Marsh SZ170922 12-Sep-85 RPB Upper saltmarsh in turf by scrub. Very local,  c.8 

patches.
Stanpit Marsh SZ171923 21-Aug-94 RPB SZ171923 & elsewhere. Wet brackish grass fringing 

scrub.

Pennington Marshes SZ3292 2009
Pennington Marshes SZ321925 29-Sep-09 DL Grassland S of Pennington Marshes car park.

Pylewell SZ3495 2004-2007
Nr Lisle Court, Pylewell SZ348950 28-Aug-07 MWR One small plant in flower at top of beach, SZ3488 

9507.
Lisle Court to Tanners 
Lane

SZ349950 03-Aug-04 AEB

Sowley SZ3796 2004-2008
Sowley SZ379961 24-Aug-04 AEB 1 plant E edge of Sowley Marsh.
Sowley Marsh and 
Sowley House

SZ3796 01-Jun-08 HFG



Exbury SZ4198, 
SZ4199, 
SZ4299

1972-2009

Beaulieu River, 
Lower Exbury

SZ418987 28-Aug-72 RPB c.SZ418987. Shore of estuary fringing saltmarsh. 
Local and occasional.

Exbury Gardens SZ417998 04-Jul-09 HFG
 Salterns Copse SZ4299 16-Jun-09 ILR

Inchmery SZ4398 1950-2013
Inchmery, Lepe SZ433986 23-Jul-83 RPB SZ433986 - 439986. Fringe of saltmarsh on wooded 

shore. Locally frequent.
Inchmery, Lepe SZ434986 02-Sep-50 RPB Wooded shore fringing saltings. Locally plentiful.
Inchmery SZ435986 05-May-05 AEB From the beginning of the footpath E to Inchmery 

House.
Inchmery House (SW 
of), Lepe

SZ436985 17-Aug-13 MR

Inchmery House, Lepe SZ438986 28-Jul-95 RPB Muddy salt-marsh shore under trees
Inchmery Beach SZ439986 23-Jul-83 RPB SZ433986 - 439986. Fringe of saltmarsh on wooded 

shore. Locally frequent.

Lepe – Cadland SZ4699 1931-2008
Cadland, nr Lepe SZ466992 1976 MR Cadland, in a very dry position near the shore. 
Lepe coast SZ467993 24-May-07 RFG At SZ4671 9930.
Cadland shore SZ467994 12-Aug-08 CC 3 clumps of plants growing out of bare shingle c. 

SZ467995. This is at the very northern limit of the 
country park. A new habitat for this plant in my 
experience [Grid ref corrected MR]

Stanswood Bay SZ468995 04-Jun-88 RMV Shingle beach. Alt. 3m.

Bucklers Hard SU4000 1957-1989
Bucklers Hard SU409001 15-Jun-89 RPB Saltmarsh fringe at S end of dock. Very local, few 

large plants.

Sims Wood, 
Beaulieu

SU4001, 
SU4100

1957-2006

Sims Wood, Otterwood SU404012 13-Sep-96 RPB SU404012 & elsewhere. Fringing E side of creek and S
fringe of oakwood. Very local, c.30 small groups.

Sims Wood, Beaulieu SU405011 13-Sep-96 RPB See above.
Sims Wood, Otterwood SU405012 13-Sep-96 RPB See above.
Sims Wood, Beaulieu SU405013 13-Sep-96 RPB See above.
Sims Wood, Otterwood SU406011 13-Sep-96 RPB See above.
Sims Wood, Beaulieu SU407010 19-Jul-06 MR &

RCR
20m x 4m at SU4079 0109.

Sims Wood SU407011 19-Jul-06 MR &
RCR

Patch c. 10m x 4m, SU4076 0113.

Sims Wood, Beaulieu SU411005 19-Jul-06 MR &
RCR

A few plants at SU4111 0058.

Gilbury Hard, Exbury SU4100 1952-2004
Gilbury Hard, nr Exbury SU415004 23-Sep-04 DRA, JAN

et al.
SU4159 0041. Locally frequent along back of shore, 
one in flower - rest in fruit.

Gilbury Hard, Exbury SU416003 21-Jul-95 RPB SU416003 & elsewhere. Upper estuary shore below 
trees.

Gilbury Hard, Exbury SU416004 24-Aug-61 AWW Herbarium sheet (WCMS) Bi1986.1.329 'found at 
Gilbury Hard, Exbury and Lepe, Hampshire'

Beaulieu River SU417003 28-Jul-97 ERB Gilbury Hard.

Mercury Marshes, 
Hamble

SU4808 1986

Bursledon SU4909 2010
Bursledon SU491092 16-Aug-10 PM Small plant with 1 flower stem at foot of sea wall of 

the Parish Council hard at south-east end of Lands 
End Road at SU4917 0924.

Upper Hamble, 
Bursledon / Botley

SU4910, 
SU5010, 
SU5011

1968-2013

R Hamble, Moor Creek,
Burseldon

SU497105 17-Apr-13 HFG Last year's flowering stems.

R. Hamble (Catland 
Copse)

SU498105 08-Aug-07 PM In a continuous stretch from SU5004 1067 to SU4987 
1058.

Catland Copse & R 
Hamble

SU498106 01-Jul-01 PJSe Patch starting at SU49871 060 and ending at 5005 
1065.

R. Hamble (Catland 
Copse)

SU499106 08-Aug-07 PM See above.

R. Hamble (Catland 
Copse)

SU500106 08-Aug-07 PM See above.



R Hamble/Dock Copse SU500109 11-Aug-10 MR, GCo
& EJC

Upper Hamble Country 
Park

SU500110 01-Jul-01 PJSe

R. Hamble (Dock 
Copse)

SU502110 08-Aug-07 PM At edge of saltmarsh.

Dock Copse, Hedge 
End

SU503110 13-Oct-68 RPB SU503110 etc. R. Hamble, Dock Copse, Catland 
Copse. Saltmarsh fringing wood. Locally abundant.

Catland Copse SU504110 01-Jul-01 PJSe SU5046 1106.
R. Hamble (Dock 
Copse)

SU505110 08-Aug-07 PM At edge of saltmarsh.

Catland Copse SU506110 01-Jul-01 PJSe Single plant.
Hamble estuary, Dock 
Copse

SU506111 19-Jul-09 MR &
RCR

Hamble estuary, Dock 
Copse

SU508111 19-Jul-09 MR &
RCR

Elmore, Lee-on-the-
Solent

SZ5699 2013

Marine Parade East / 
Elmore

SZ568997 20-Sep-13 DRA, JAN
& EJC

SZ 5680 9977, NW side of lake just S of viewing 
platform.

Swanwick SU5109 1958

Fairthorne Manor, 
Botley

SU5112, 
SU5211

1996-2013

River Hamble, 
Fairthorne Manor

SU518120 10-Sep-13 PAB Large stand.

Gulley Copse, 
Curbridge

SU520119 07-Jul-96 RMV Edge of salt-marsh.

Curbridge SU5211 1957-1992
Curbridge HWT reserve SU528118 1992 PAB

Titchfield Haven SU5302 1953-2012
Titchfield Haven 
SSSI

SU532025 21-Aug-12 DRA &
JAN

SU 53245 02502; SU 53254 02581, cpt.  16, by 
boundary fence on W side at N end.

Titchfield Haven SU533023 08-Aug-07 PM Small flowering clump on far side of reedbed opp. 
viewing platform.

Titchfield Haven SSSI SU533024 21-Aug-12 DRA &
JAN

SU 53307 02409, cpt. 16, SE side of scrape. 2 small 
patches.

Titchfield Haven SSSI SU534023 14-Aug-12 DRA &
JAN

c.SU 5344 0239, cpt. 1, patch c.2x2m, in reedbed.

R. Meon, Titchfield 
Haven

SU534027 31-Jul-53 AWW Hb specimen at WCMS Bi1986.1.330 'found by River 
Meon, Titchfield Haven, Fareham, Hampshire'

Titchfield Haven LNR SU535029 22-Jul-88 RPB In tall herbage on both banks of stream. Very local. 2 
large, 1 small patches.

Titchfield Haven SSSI: 
Suffern Hide

SU536025 14-Aug-12 DRA &
JAN

SU 53632 02561, cpt. 2, adjacent to hide entrance. 

Titchfield Haven SSSI SU536026 14-Aug-12 DRA &
JAN

SU 53645 02621 cpt. 2, near reedbed.

Titchfield Haven SU536029 19-Sep-54 RPB c.SU536029. Brackish marsh pasture. Locally 
plentiful.

Curdridge SU5313 2010
Kitnocks Hill, Curdridge SU538135 2010 GDF Good colony on rubble (mounds of earth, cement and

chalk waste on farm land off A334, S side opposite 
Lake House.

N Hants: Rare Neophyte
Whilst native in VC11, its natural saline habitat of upper tidal marshes does not occur in VC12 and there it has been
artificially introduced.

Leckford, SE of SU3936 2012
Leckford, SE of SU394369 24-Aug-12 ARGM,

MR &
GCo

Hedgebank, blatant garden escape from neighbouring
cottage.

The Vyne SU6356 2001
The Vyne, NE of 
Sherborne St John

SU635567 09-Aug-01 PJSe A single self-sown plant, SU6350 5679, on opposite 
side of a path from a colony originally planted in 1995
beside the lake.



Chineham SU6454 2007
Chineham Business 
Park

SU649546 Jul-07 ACl Many hundreds of flowering plants and seedlings in a 
wet hollow on the edge of the Business Park at 
SU6494 5466 (later found to have been sown here as 
wildflower seed).


